
liThe famous Greek philosopher Plato made no great contri-

bution to mathematics himself. But he created a school in which

he trained and directed the works of so many famous mathematicians

that he is numbered among the creaters of this science.,,29 In

his school, Academy, he had four 'roads' for the students to fol-

low: astronomy, geometry, arithmatic30, and music. The only

very significant thing he did was to show the uniqueness of the

Platonic figures; that is to prove that the tetrahedron (4 sides),

the hexahedron (6 sides), the 6ctahedron (8 sides), the dodeca-

hedron (12 sides), and the icosahedron (20 sides) are the only

possible regular polyhedrons (shapes).

The next figure to enter the scene of Greek mathematics was

Eudoxus. He was originally a student of Plato. He did a large

amount of work on the theory of proportions (fractions).3ID His

theory of concentric circles, which was an elaborate explanation

as to the movement of planets with the earth in the center, lasted

many thousand years. Another work of his was the development of

a geometric system of irrational numbers.32 He also did work

which would become the predecesor to modern integral calculusl33

IIHe (Aristotle) had no special field. His know-
ledge was universal, and he wrote about everything.
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